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WONCA Eu‘s 
reseach network

generic international 
organisation for GP/FM 
research in Europe

29 countries

170 individual members

26 institutional members



Diversity in Europe

Large differences in health care organisation
Large differences in PC research capacity 

 Public health insurance (with private co-financing)
 National colleges
 International and national journals

primary care oriented 
gate-keeping by FP 

   with  practice lists 

market oriented
open access to specialists

  no inscription with FP

recognition of FP  
Academic Departments of 

FP

No/limited recognition  
No academic recognition



Need for PC Research

 Most care is delivered in primary care
 Need for research in the setting 

where results are to be used
 Providing evidence for guidelines and tools
 Prevention, cure and care, 

diagnostic reasoning and therapy
 Characteristics of

family medicine



EGPRN organisation

 Secretariat: Hanny Prick, Maastricht

 Executive Board (8)

 Council of national representatives (29) 
elected by national members

 Committees
 Educational Cee: research courses, feed-back, mentoring
 Research Cee: research agenda, collaborative research, funds
 Communication Cee: website, EJGP...

www. egprn.org



EGPRN objectives

Promote and stimulate research in FM 
Research capacity building 

Exchange 
ideas, 

methodology, 
results 

Collaborative 
studies 

Learning 
and  

feedback

Networking



Meetings

 Each May & October
 Pre-conference workshops
 2-day scientific conference

Key-note speakers
Oral presentations  
One slide five minutes-presentations 
Guided poster sessions
Individual feedback 

workshop style, work in progress
focus on discussion and feedback



Meetings



Research courses

 Formulate research questions
 Critical readings skills
 Research methods
 Presentation and 

writing skills

Small groups, hands-on experience, informal access
Course templates and materials for organisers



Collaborative studies

 Referrals
 Home visits study, 
 Obstacles in diabetes care
 Burnout in family doctors
 Motives to become a FP
 Gutfeeling / intuition
 Tools to assess communication 
 Stimulating reseach in low capacity countries
 Linking / joining databases internationally



 Evidence base of the 
European definition 

 Research needs and 
evidence gaps

 Improving GP research 
in low capacity countries 



Added value of EGPRN 

 Learning environment for FP researchers
 Platform to discuss and present  
 Sustainable network of friends

Development of academic primary care 
Capacity building 
International competitiveness and mobility
Visibilty of European research in GP/FM

www.egprn.org



Come …

Zürich, Switzerland deadline: June 30, 2010

Krakow, Poland, Oct. 2011

France, May 2011
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